Attorney Docket No.: FA/221 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Application of: Hochrein et al. 

Serial No.: 09/401.595 

Filed: September 22, 1999 

For: Cover For Contained Aerobic 
Treatment of Biodegradable Matter 



Honorable Commissioner of 

Patents and Trademarks 
Washington. DC 20231 



Group Art Unit: 1771 
Examiner: N. Torres-Velazquez 

/ hereby certify that this correspondence is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service 
as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks. 
Washihqton, DC 20231 on March 20, 2002 



Darlene S. McGrath 



he 



(date of mailing document) 



LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL 



Dear Sir: 

We enclose the following papers for filing in the U.S. Patent and Trademark 

Office in connection with the above-identifted Patent Application: 

1 . Request for Continued Examination (3 pages); 

2. Clean Version of Amended Claim (1 page); and 

3. Petition for One-Month Extension of Time (1 page). 

THE COMMISSIONER IS HEREBY AUTHORIZED AND IS^ 
REQUESTED TO CHARGE ALL FILING FEES DUE UNDER-37^.R. §1.16 
AND ALL OTHER FEES DUE UNDER §1.17 DURING THE PENDENCY OF 
THIS APPLICATION TO OUR DEPOSIT ACCOUNT NO. 07-1729. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Date: March 20. 2002 



Dianne Burkhard, 41 .650 
W. L. Gore & Associates, Inc. 
551 Paper Mill Road 
P.O. Box 9206 
Newark, DE 19714-9206 
(302) 738-4880 
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REQUEST FOR CONTINUED EXAMINATION 

Dear Sir: 

Before taking any further action on the merits in the instant application, ^'*^^<^ 
please enter the following amendment to the above-identified patent application^ ^^^^ 

IN THE CLAIMS: y< /^<Z^ 

Please cancel claims 13 and 14 without prejudice or disclaimer to the 
subject matter contained therein, and am.end claim in as follows* 
10. (Amenoeo; A cover for the aerobic treatment of biodegradable material, . 
which comprises a laminate of 

a) a porous polymeric layer comprising porous polytetrafluorethylene 
adhered to 

b) at least one woven, non^woven or knit fabric, in which the laminate has 

i) an air permeability of between 10 and 100 m^/m%our at 
200 Pa pressure difference, 

ii) a water entry pressure greater than 20 kPa, 
■ iii)* an Ret less than 15 m^PaAA/; 

and in which the porous polymeric layer has an average pore size of 
between 0.2 and 10 um. 



REMARKS 

Applicants respectfully request continued examination in the instant 
application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. Section 132 (b). Upon entry of the instant 



